
 
  



Associated Square Dancers' Sweethearts: A History of Service 

2024 Barbara Schwartz & Joe Fortenberry 

2021-22-23 (None - COVID) 

2020 Barbara & John Taylor 

2019 Karen Geller-Shinn 

2018 Pamela Bailis 

2017 Alan Lubberts 

2016 Lutz & Vicki Moeckel 

2015 Diane Isaacs and Jim &Jo Shipman 

2014 Fredi Levitt 

2013 Ken Kemzura 

2012 Bill & Merlyn Jones 

2011 Joe & Frances Demeules 

2010 John Greiner & Kaye Roll 

2009 Hank & Norma Spieker and Lee & Judy Polak 

2008 Florence Bell 

2007 Steve &Joyce Kay 

2006 Mary Dunn 

2005 Bill & Marge Leese 

2004 Ward & Shirley Keas 

2003 Roy & Geri Johnson 

2002 Don & Donna Webb 

2001 Bill & Marge Leese 

2000 Del & Connie Crane 

1999 Ken & Barbara Freeman 

1998 Chuck & Bev Whitehead 

1997 Bob & Rita Byram 

1996 District Sweethearts (format changed for one year): 

District #1: Bob & Maxine Brauer 

District #3: Steve & Sharon Baysinger 

District #4: Onie & Dottie Sims and Jim & Betty Enders 

District #5: Bob & Cindy Brown and Bill & Marge Leese 

District #8: Marion Anderson and Bryan & Pauline Hewitt 

1995 Elliot &Anne Orcutt 

1994 Ken & Lou Schumacher 

1993 Jim & Lea Veronica 

1992 Fred & Margaret Barton and Joe & Frances Demeules 

1991 Chuck & Eleanor Hendricks 

1990 Bill & Dot Boyd 

1989 Chuck & Eleanor Hendricks 

1988 Abe & Sylvia Brodkin 

1987 Bob & Rita Byram 

1986 Chet & Verna Henry 

1985 Tony & Mary Piero 

1984 Bob & Lois Paden 

1983 Lou & Elmyra Best 

1982-81-80 (None) 

1979 Lou & Elmyra Best 
  



Welcome to the 59  th 

 Annual  
Sweetheart Ball 

 
Hello Club Sweethearts, 
 
Welcome to the Sweetheart Ball!!  This dance is specifically held to recognize 
those dancers that give their time and energy to the successful running of their 
clubs.  We, the Board of Directors of the Associated Square Dancers, are 
delighted to hold this dance for those of you who contribute to the greater good of 
the square dance community. You add so much to the fun and friendships we 
enjoy as dancers.  
We have found our volunteers to be passionate, reliable, team players, patient, 
creative, energetic, positive, willing to help, compassionate and organized.  
Having these type of qualities ensures that you are great assets to your clubs.  
 
I would also like to express my gratitude to my fellow ASQD Board members, all 
of them volunteers, who generously help to make the ASQD events successful. 
The Sweethearts whom we are honoring today have kindly given back to this 
activity, which we are all so passionate about.  We hope that you will encourage 
other club members to get involved in the running of your clubs.  
 
We are looking forward to seeing all of you at the upcoming Spring Fling on 
Sunday, June 1, 2025. 
 
Best regards,  
 
Fredi Levitt 
President  

 
 



A Square D extends our thanks to: 
Caller: Michael Haworth 
Cuer: Judy Keller-Smith 

Photographer: Doreen Karsai 
Sweetheart Tributes: A Square D Delegates & club members 

Data Compilation: District Directors Stuart Mosher & Linda Kaplan 
Tribute Book Production: Judy Fisher 

Gift Basket Table: Norma Spieker 
Singles Rotation: Laural Purinton & Sanae Atkins 

Decor & Refreshments: Barbara Taylor & Barbara Graham 
Cashier: Judy Fisher 

Sweetheart Check-in: Babs Schwartz & Joe Fortenberry 
and A Square D Board members for support duties! 

 

Club Sweetheart Tributes 
 

Boots & Bows: Craig and Anne Foy  
Craig and Anne met 15 years ago while attending Judy & Jim’s Dancing 
Diamonds.  At that time, Craig danced with the Red Ribbons and I with both 
the Honeycombers and the Boots and Bows.  I still remember Judy once 
asking why we all attended class; Craig unabashedly called out “To meet 
girls!”.  Well, not only did he “meet girls”, he married one and we have been 

enjoying life together ever since. After a 10-year dancing hiatus, we returned to square 
dancing and recently graduated class (thank you Dale Hoppers!). Upon graduation, we 
were thrilled to become Special Events Chair (Craig) and Communications Chair (Anne). 
Craig was raised in Westchester, studied horticulture and philosophy in college, and  
learned to square dance (hmmm…to meet girls?) with the Joaquin Squares (Bakersfield).  
He retired in March 2023, and enjoys gardening, volunteering (native plants), and chess.  I 
was raised in Torrance, started a second career late in life, and love my job as a child 
mental health therapist.  I enjoy cycling, hula, and all arts and crafts.  Together we love 
museums, nature walks, opera, and concerts. 
We are so very pleased to be supporting and have the support of our dancing 
community…we look forward to rekindling old friendships and creating new at the 
Sweetheart Ball.  Thank you for allowing us to be a part of ASqD and to represent the 
Boots and Bows. 
  



Boots & Slippers: Linda Curtis and Dave De Vorre 
Linda Curtis’s husband passed away unexpectedly in June 2007.  In August 
2007, my neighbor invited me to square dance class.  That was the beginning 
of a new life for me!!  Everyone was so warm, friendly and welcoming!!  I 
looked forward to every Monday night!  I enjoyed the dancing and the people.  
17 years later….. I have held 4 Board positions, been on several Class 

Committees, and love the people I have met!!  And, I’m pleased to say, my boyfriend and 
partner, Dave, got involved and also enjoys square dancing!!  Life is Good!!! 
 
Dave De Vorre became a widower in 2017. In 2021 I met a young lady (my sweetheart 
Linda) in church and invited her for coffee. While getting to know each other, I found out 
she was a square dancer. I have never been any kind of dancer. She invited me to give 
square dancing a try. She said just try 3 lessons. If you don’t like it you don’t have to 
continue. So, in early 2022, as Covid was winding down, I gave it a try and it turned out I 
did like it. I was warmly welcomed by everyone in Boots and Slippers who graciously 
forgave my newbie mistakes. I joined the Boots board in 2024 as the A Square D 
representative.  I took on the task of the advertising campaign for the new 2024 class and 
feel somewhat responsible for the 20 or so members who are still with us 4 months later. 
 
 

Buckles & Bows: Kathy and Jon DeForge  
Kathy and Jon DeForge became members of Buckles in 2010 after 
completing the new dancers class. They immediately became 
very active club members participating in Saturday night Club 
dances as well as being “Angels” for new dancers. 

They have been members of The Board of Directors for many years with their primary 
focus being the “Sunshine” couple.  They have been responsible for reporting on both good 
and bad news regarding club members. At one time or another nearly every club member 
has received a personalized card from Kathy regarding an important occasion such as 
Congratulations, Get Well or Sympathy. 
 
Kathy and Jon have also served on many committees supporting Buckles and Bows 
activities including preparation for special dances such as the Sea Breeze.  Kathy has also 
become the “Go To” person for ordering new club outfits. 
 
  



Grin N Square It: John and Karen VanCise 
John and Karen VanCise  met in 1987  at the Dons and Donette’s La Crescenta 
class in January.  After graduation we danced with the Dons and Donettes and 
Squeez Em Squares.  We married in July 1989.  Life with children, family 
responsibilities left no time for square dancing.  We saw the ads of two clubs 

in the San Gabriel Valley in 2017 and began classes.  We graduated from the San Gabriel B 
& Bs and Grin N Square It and have danced with those clubs since. 
 
 

Inglewood Guys and Dolls: James Caton and Loretta Walker 
James Caton has been a member of the Guys & Dolls for nearly 31 yrs( joined in 
May of 1994). He  served two terms as Club President, and two terms as Vice 
President(currently serving 2nd term as V.P.). He is also the club's current 
delegate at the monthly district meetings, and at the quarterly General 
meetings. He’s participated in club exhibitions at Allensworth, the L.A. county 

fair, and countless other functions. He tries to make a point of visiting at least two, or three 
other clubs every couple of months. He is also a line dancing instructor, and he has cued 
lines for three local clubs, as well as for other clubs outside our area. He can't image what 
he'd be doing if he wasn't square & line dancing! 
 
Loretta Walker has been a member of the Guys & Dolls for 23 yrs, and since joining the 
club she has performed with us on exhibitions at Allensworth, and at other various 
venues. She has hosted many of our club functions at her home, including monthly club 
meetings, as well as our annual summer club picnic. She also served as our club's 
newsletter editor for two years. Despite having irons in other fires, she remains a loyal club 
member.   

 
Lads 'n Lassies: Jeanne Shannon and Melvin Roth 
Jeanne Shannon started square dancing formally with the Lads & 
Lassies in 2007 at the Granada Pavillion and have been dancing 
since then. Other activities include Tai-Chi and Taiko (Japanese 

drum class) 
 
Melvin Roth started Square dancing in 1980 in the L&L class (and others).  Melvin danced 
up thru A1, A2 and into Challenge.  He took a break of several years in approx. 2008 due to 
partner sickness, Started again in 2016 till now. Melvin is currently not dancing due to 
physical problems. 
  



Ribbons & Souls: Ruth Fisher and Diane Isaacs 
Ruth Fisher came to square dancing, kicking & screaming- no petticoats for me. 
To my surprise, it became a passion. I was president of Heels & Souls when Red 
Ribbons contacted me, resulting in our merger. We had two sets of officers from 
January until our election in May 2019. Continuing as president of R&S during the 

selection of our club’s name, logo, fabric, decisions regarding where and when we would 
dance, everything regarding class: instructor, day, class and session length, and blending 
different ways of being was the most challenging and rewarding job I’ve had within my 
square dance career. 

 
Diane Isaacs was introduced to square dancing in 2003 at the Red Ribbon 
Squares by a fellow Petersen Automotive Museum docent.  I was hooked from the 
first class.  Soon I was emersed in Club business: I was class coordinator (that 
lasted 5 minutes) and class Angel. I found my niche with my computer:   I took 

over a redesign and have been editor of the Club newsletter.  When the Club merged with 
the Heels & Souls to become the Ribbons & Souls, I hung up my Angel wings and added 
Communications Coordinator.  I recently agreed to design our Club flyers. 
 
 

Shoreline Squares: Louise Moore 
Louise Moore began square dancing to lose weight with friends and loved it.  I 
was a willing volunteer to help my club as I had been on volunteer boards 
professionally.  I took a 13 year break from dancing but began coming back two 

years ago, and love it still. I now dance with both Shoreline Squares and Tinseltown.  I 
hope Shoreline will grow in this new age of Social Square Dance. It’s a great way to have 
fun, meet friends and possible dates and do it all without alcohol. 
 
  



Sierra Hillbillies: Karen Geller-Shinn and Margaret MacCurdey 
Karen’s square dance career began in the early 1980s after marrying Dean 
Shinn, an advanced dancer and original member of the Sierra Hillbillies club. 
She and Dean were our club sweethearts in 2000.  Karen’s been an active 
volunteer for our club for decades serving as flyer designer, president, Holler 

and class Hoot newsletter editor, A Square D delegate, class angel many times, and 
Publicity Chair twice. She also worked on the Publicity Committee for the 2009 Long 
Beach National Convention, and has been designing the A Square D Grapevine newsletter 
for over 10 years earning her induction into the NSDC Blue Line Club in 2023 
While spinal issues have prevented her from dancing for the past 3 years, Karen continues 
to serve on our Clubs Management Committee. 
 

Margaret MacCurdey began with the Silver Dollars Square Dance Club in 1989, 
I spent a few years with them and with the Bare Huggers, and am now with the 
Sierra Hillbillies. I have enjoyed interacting with many wonderful square 
dancers on and off for about 20 years (several breaks in between club 
affiliations). Square dancers’ cordiality, down-to-earth-ness, reliability, 

compassion, good humor, and human-to-human kindness are the inspiring qualities of the 
activity. Thaaannkkk YOU!!! 
 
 

Valley Trailers: Steve & Joyce Kay 
Steve & Joyce Kay met at a square dance held by the B&B's at Van Nuys 
Junior High School in November 1968. They joined the Valley Trailers 
Square Dance Club in 1995 when Steve's company moved them from 
the San Deigo area to the San Fernando Valley. They have been very 

active in the Club, holding a position in the refreshment committee for many years, class 
coordinator for two years, and being on the Board as Secretary for the past four years. 
They were also active in A-Square-D as District Directors for many years, Senior Directors 
for several years, and Vice President of A-Square-D for one year in the late 2000's.  
 
Joyce taught fourth grade at Fenton Avenue Charter School for more than 20 years, retiring 
in 2012. Steve was Transportation Manager at Vons Grocery Company for more than 30 
years, retiring in 2005. They love square dancing and round dancing.  They were Publicity 
Chairman for the 58th National Square Dance Convention held in Long Beach in 2009. 
They love traveling, having been on many ocean cruises over the years, as well as 19 
National Square Dance Conventions. They have also square danced in China, which was 
very memorable. We're very honored to have been chosen as the Club Sweethearts.   



2025 Associated Square 
Dancers Sweethearts 

 
Judy Fisher and Linda Kaplan 

 
Judy Fisher started square dancing in January 2014 with the Heels 
and Souls.  She danced during the Mainstream  class Wednesday, 
March 19, 2014 and went in for a total knee replacement the very 
next morning!  Unfortunately, for this reason, she wasn’t able to get 
back to square dancing until September 2014.  In 2015 Fredi Levitt 

asked Judy to join the Board of ASqD.  Judy said that she was working full-time 
and volunteering with a number of non-profits and just didn’t have any time.  But 
Fredi didn’t give up, she told Judy the job of Facilities Director didn’t take much 
time especially since everything was already setup for the entire year.  Judy 
agreed to take the job.  Two weeks later, the Insurance Director resigned and 
Fredi convinced Judy to take the job.  Later Fredi asked Judy to work with Linda 
Harris, who was the Treasurer, to reconcile the books.  After a while it was 
determined that Linda and Judy should change jobs.  Later when Linda resigned, 
Judy took over the Insurance Director’s job on a temporary basis, or so she 
thought.  Judy still holds both jobs:  Treasurer and Insurance Director.  She also 
helps out in many other ways including being on the Marketing Plan Committee. 
According to Judy, the best part has been the friends she has made from her 
involvement in both Ribbons and Souls and Associated Square Dancers.  She 
feels very honored to be named the 2025 Associated Square Dancers 
Sweetheart along with Linda Kaplan. 
 
 
  



Linda Kaplan said she was born and raised in New York City.  I 
had danced my whole life, though I had never heard of square 
dancing; we just didn’t do that in the city.  After I moved to Los 
Angeles and began my corporate career, a co-worker asked me 
to join her on a Sunday evening in September 2013 to go to a 

square dance class.  We drove to Northridge, and I found myself in a senior 
center in a huge hall and a stage with lots of people bustling about.  I heard 
some music and saw dancers in a line moving sideways and back and forth with 
a tall man on stage directing the dancers on which way to turn.  My friend told 
me this was line dancing.  Also, I had never heard of that before.  I began to ask 
questions about what I was getting into.  So, I learned that I was at a Farmers 
and Charmers mainstream second class with Dale Hoppers as the caller.  We 
“squared up” and here I am, hooked on my very first night of square dancing.   
I graduated from four square dance clubs finding my last home with Valley 
Trailers.  Since my introduction to square dancing in 2013, I have become 
district director of ASD, class coordinator and co-president of Valley Trailers.  
Square dancing opened a whole new world to me of music and dance with an 
amazing group of people who have become my new family.   Square dancing is 
an absolute joy, and I am so happy to be a part of this amazing activity.    



 
A Square D Board 

 

• ELECTED OFFICERS:  
President: Fredi Levitt, 310-287-1434, fredi.asqd@gmail.com  
Vice President: Pamela Bailis, 310-351-1061, pamelabailis@gmail.com  
Secretary: Barbara Schwartz, 310-363-3655, petlwing@yahoo.com  
Treasurer: Judy Fisher, 310-820-7191, Judy.ASqD@jsfmail.com  
 
• DISTRICT DIRECTORS & TRUSTEES: 
South Bay/Westside: Stuart Mosher, 310-679-1284, 

smosh713@sbcglobal.net  
Valley/Ventura: Linda Kaplan, 805-231-6171, lkaplan.g@gmail.com  
 
• APPOINTED OFFICERS:  
Caller Discussion Committee: Dale Hoppers, 909-223-0108, 

callerdale@aol.com  
Cuer Discussion Committee: Dawn Mee, 951-206-1746, 

dawnadele@aol.com  
Facilities Director: John & Barbara Taylor, 310-541-6501, johntay@cox.net 

or bartaylor@cox.net 
Grapevine: Karen Geller-Shinn, 661-252-2210, kgshinn@socal.rr.com  
Hi-Flyers: Pamela Bailis, 310-351-1061, pamelabailis@gmail.com  
Historian & Trustee Rep: Norma Spieker, 310-670-5736, 

normaspieker@att.net 
Insurance: Judy Fisher, 310-820-7191, Judy.ASqD@jsfmail.com 
IRS: Fredi Levitt, 310-287-1434, fredi.asqd@gmail.com 
Membership Chairman: Open  
Outside Host: Joe Fortenberry, 909-591-2771, jjfort@gmail.com 
Parliamentarian: Jim & Jo Shipman, 562-696-1332, jimjo56@verizon.net 
Photographer: Doreen Karsai, 805-526-6985, dgreen.eyes@hotmail.com 
Singles Rotation Coordinator: Sanae Atkins, 949-413-2732, 

sanae@sanaeinoc.com 
Social Media Communications Director: Pamela Bailis, 310-351-1061, 

pamelabails@gmail.com 
Supplies: Linda Kaplan, 805-231-6171, lkaplan.g@gmail.com 
Webmaster: Jeff Atkins, 949-370-4191, jjatkin@hotmail.com 
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