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Associated Square Dancers’ Sweethearts:

A History of Service
2019 Karen Geller-Shinn
2018 Pamela Bailis
2017 Alan Lubberts
2016 Lutz & Vicki Moeckel
2015 Diane Isaacs and Jim & Jo Shipman
2014  Fredi Levitt
2013 Ken Kemzura
2012 Bill & Merlyn Jones
2011 Joe & Frances Demeules
2010  John Greiner & Kaye Roll
2009 Hank & Norma Spieker and Lee & Judy Polak
2008  Florence Bell
2007 Steve & Joyce Kay
2006  Mary Dunn
2005  Bill & Marge Leese
2004 Ward & Shirley Keas
2003  Roy & Geri Johnson
2002 Don & Donna Webb
2001  Bill & Marge Leese
2000 Del & Connie Crane
1999  Ken & Barbara Freeman
1998  Chuck & Bev Whitehead
1997  Bob & Rita Byram
1996  District Sweethearts (format changed for one year):
District #1: Bob & Maxine Brauer
District #3: Steve & Sharon Baysinger
District #4: Onie & Dottie Sims and _Jim & Betty Enders
District #5: Bob & Cindy Brown and Bill & Marge Leese
District #8: Marion Anderson and Bryan & Pauline Hewitt
1995  Elliot & Anne Orcutt
1994  Ken & Lou Schumacher
1993 Jim & Lea Veronica
1992 Fred & Margaret Barton and Joe & Frances Demeules
1991 Chuck & Eleanor Hendricks
1990 Bill & Dot Boyd
1989 Chuck & Eleanor Hendricks
1988  Abe & Sylvia Brodkin
1987  Bob & Rita Byram
1986 Chet & Verna Henry
1985  Tony & Mary Piero
1984 Bob & Lois Paden
1983  Lou & Elmyra Best
1982-81-80 (None)
1979  Lou & Elmyra Best
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Hello Everybody:

Welcome to the Sweeetheart Ball!! This dance is specifically
held to honor all the clubs’” dancers that give their time and energy to
the successful running of their clubs. We, the Board of Directors of
the Associated Square Dancers, are delighted to honor these dancers
who contribute so much to our activity. Volunteering is an incredible
way to contribute to the greater good of the square dance community
while making new friends, learning new skills, exploring interests and
passions, and connecting with other dancers.

We have found that our volunteers are passionate, reliable,
team players, patient, creative, energetic, positive, willing to help,
compassionate and organized. Having these many traits ensure that
they are great assets to your club.

I would also like to express my gratitude to my fellow ASqD
Board members—all of them volunteers—who generously help to
make the ASQD events successful. The Sweethearts whom we are
honoring today have kindly given back to this activity, which we are
all so passionate about. We hope that you will encourage your new
dancers to get involved in the running of your clubs.

We are looking forward to seeing all of you at the upcoming
Spring Fling on Sunday, June 2, 2024 and our always fabulous An-
niversary dance on Sunday October 20, 2024.

Best regards, Fredi Levitt, President

Fun From Every Angle!



A Square D extends our thanks to:
Caller: Michael Sikorsky
Cuer:Dawn Mee
Photographer: Ken Kemzura
Sweetheart Tributes: A Square D Delegates & club members
Data Compilation: District Directors Stuart Mosher
& Linda Kaplan
Tribute Book Design: Karen Geller-Shinn
Gift Basket Table: Norma Spieker
Singles Rotation: Diane Isaacs
Decor & Cakes: Barbara Taylor & Barbara Graham
and A Square D Board members for support duties!

@(%Z gw e &@/ﬁéﬁéf

Boots and Bows: Doug & Laural
Purinton

Doug & Laural Purinton are
the Boots and Bows current President and

Secretary - positons they have held for more

than five years. Doug is also continuing his
role as Contracts Chair, respon51ble for scheduling our callers, cuers, and

dance facility, and is temporarily acting as the Publicity director.

They started their square dance journey in 1999 at a class jointly
sponsored by the Activ8ers and Boots and Bows. And like all new graduates
were encouraged and supported by members of both clubs as they started to
venture out to dances and develope many long-term friendships.

They say, “We attended our first national convention in Anaheim
in 2001 and along with other A-Square-D club members helped perform
some of the many tasks required to host a national convention. Since
then we have attended ten other national conventions and toured many
interesting sites around the host cities. Our initial participation in square
dance leadership and board positions (including the Presidency) started
with the Activ8ers who needed help at that time and continued until the
club folded at the end of 2012. Shortly after that we rejoined the Boots and
Bows and started our leadership journey with them by acting as A-Square-D
representatives.”

Grin-N-Square It: Kay Trigo

Kay Trigo was recently chosen the
2023 Sweetheart of the Year by the Grin-N-
Square It club. She currently serves as the
club’s Co-Vice President. Kay completed
the required course for Mainstream/
Mainstream Plus in 2017 and became a
club member at the graduation ceremony.
She credits caller Frank Lescrinier, and very
patient “angels” for helping her successfully
complete the course. She loves her club
members and the time spent together. Kay
sends a huge shout-out to the Grin-N-
Square It club members for this honor!

Guys & Dolls: James Caton and
Shirley Logan

James Caton has been a member
of the Inglewood Guys & Dolls since he
started square dancing in 1994 (29 years
ago). Since he joined the club, he has
served as the Visitation Chair, Assistant
Historian, club’s President, club’s Vice
President twice, and he is currently the
club’s ASqD delegate. He’s danced at

one national convention, and eight state

conventions. He has attended the annual Bakersfield Fiesta every year from
1999, until the last one in 2019. The club has danced on two TV shows, at
three Juneteenth celebrations, and at the L.A. County Fair.

The Guys & Dolls have danced at the annual Rededication festival
in the town of Allensworth every year since 1996, at the annual Bill Pickett
rodeo, once at the annual Taste of Soul celebration, and at various city
celebrations. The club was founded in 1986, and hopefully after surviving
the Covid shutdown, will continue functioning for years to come!

Shirley Logan was introduced to square dancing in the late 70s by
her bridge partner. She attended classes with Fran and John Downing, Ray
and Kitty Harrison, Dudes & Dames, Buddy Weaver, and several others.
She attended the State and National Conventions in the LA area, and
danced at local clubs.



Sweetheart Tributes, Guys & Dolls

Shirley was in the first Guys & Dolls Square Dance Club class
and has been a member of the club for 38 years. As a member of the club,
she’s had the opportunity to participate in local demonstrations as well as
dancing in Allensworth’s Founder’s Day Celebration for at least the last
20+ years. In addition, as a Guys & Dolls Club member, she’s held several
positions (Hospitality/Chuck Wagon Chairperson, Decorating Committee
Chairperson, monthly Hostess and have served as club Present for the last

two years.
She says, “My joy of dancing continues today so perhaps I'll see you
in a square!”

Lads ‘N’ Lassies, Management Committee Members

Acknowledging the commitment of the members who form their
Management Committee that has shepherded them through the trials of
Covid-19, declining membership, and other travails that cause the demise
of many clubs today, the Lads ‘N’ Lassies select the members of their
commiittee as their 2024 Sweethearts! Their committee was formed in 2016,
when no one stepped up to run for the offices. The club has continued
to survive (thus far) because of these committed individuals. It represents
teamwork at its best.

The Lads ‘N’ Lassies Sweethearts with their areas of responsibility
are Nancy Adams, Refreshments/Advisory; John Garcia, Publications/
Advisory/Desk; Laura Garcia, Refreshments; Stephen & Jeralynn
Langton, GHCC Facility; Bruce Mesick, Newsletter Editor; Melvin Roth,
Workshop; Jeanne Shannon, ASD/Workshop; Jim Spidell, Co-President/
Desk; Phyllis Spidell, Secretary/Treasurer/Sign-in; Joyce Stillwell, Co-
President and Fundraisers/Facebook/Flyers/Decorations/Miscellaneous.

4 Together they represent 266 years of square dancing experience,

and eight members among the group have previously been club sweethearts,
which is a testament to their dedication. They do things because they see a

need. Not all tasks are fun, but these volunteers don't gripe, they just get the
job done! Committee members remain mostly positive and have a “can-do”

attitude. Our small crew of volunteers reflects “quality not quantity.” These

people who continue to hang in there—even during the grim times—are
real sweethearts. It’s time to recognize them, whether they can still dance or
not, for their hard work.

Ribbons and Souls: Julie DaVanzo
and Judy Fisher

Julie DaVanzo tells us, “With my
husband Frank, I began square dancing
in the late 1980s with a group of friends
who worked at UCLA or RAND (where I
worked). With Paul Waters as our teacher,
we danced once a month nine months of
the year. With so little floor time we nearly
had to start all over again each year. As the
group shrank and we worried that we might
Julie DaVanzo not even have one square the next year, we

inquired about local classes and began going to the Red Ribbons in Santa
Monica to learn the rest of Mainstream and Plus calls. And soon thereafter
we began learning round dancing. “I

was co-president of the Red Ribbons for 2-1/2 years in the early 2000s. A
few years thereafter we quit both square and round dancing for nearly 10
years. I never thought we would get back to them, but am pleasantly sur-
prised to be doing both again and enjoying them. I serve as the Ribbons &
Souls webmaster and am the proofreader for the club’s newsletter. I have
taken a lead on trying to recruit new dancers to the club’s SSD class and
have found that of all things I tried (dropping off flyers at local churches
and music stores, placing blurbs in local newspapers and event-oriented
websites), the best recruiting ground has been a line dance class I attend at
the Culver City Senior Center (right across the street from where the Rib-

bons & Souls dance).” c
ontinues



Sweetheart Tributes, Ribbons and Souls
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T & Ribbons and Souls: Julie DaVanzo
3 and Judy Fisher
{ ) Judy Fisher is a very active member
of Ribbons and Souls. She is the Treasurer,
Parliamentarian, Zoom host, etc. She is the
first one to arrive (and setup) and the last
one to leave for the Wednesday classes and
Saturday dances. She dances both the boys
and girls parts and angels the students from
Social Square Dancing through Plus (when
she is not busy signing people in and taking
their money).

Judy Fisher
Judy started square dancing in January 2014. She danced during
the SSD class Wednesday, March 19, 2014 and went in for a total knee
replacement the very next morning! Unfortunately, for this reason, she
wasn't able to get back to square dancing until September 2014. Other
than during COVID, she has been dancing ever since.

Judy hates to exercise but loves square dancing. But that is ok since
it is the best form of exercise there is for both mind and body. She has also
been learning the boy’s part in round dancing. She decided that there are
usually more women dancers than men, so she can dance more as a boy
than as a girl.

But according to Judy, the best part has been the friends she has
made from her involvement in both Ribbons and Souls and Associated
Square Dancers. She feels very honored to be named the 2024 Ribbons and
Souls Sweetheart along with Julie DaVanzo.

Shoreline Squares: Adhama
Mhunzi-Pamoja

How did Adhama Mhunzi-
Pamoja get into square dancing and join
Shoreline Squares?.... Well, he’s always
loved dancing since he was a kid, when he
won a dance contest at summer camp. The
Twist was all the rage then and dancing to
Chubby Checker was so fun! One day in
2012 he was at a meeting he attended at a
church and saw this leaflet on a table that

said to the effect, “Come Learn Square Dancing. Meet new people, make
new friends and have fun”. He was game for the new friends and having
fun! He’s been here ever since. He did learn some steps and made many
friends. When he thinks about the people he’s met, some still dancing and
others gone, he gets misty over the loss of many who were such mentors
to him. But he will always have those fond memories while sitting in his
rocking chair on the front porch watching the sun set.

Adhama has been a board member of Shoreline Squares for at least
eight years. He may not have a formal title, but you can always count on
him to get things done. He is a particularly valuable member of the team
since he does not wait for someone to tell him what needs to be done. He

just does it!

Sierra Hillbillies: Janienne
Alexander and Michael Kellogg

When we asked ourselves who
did the most the past year to help the
club prosper and grow, the answer was
unanimous - Our instructor, Janienne
Alexander, and her husband, Michael
Kellogg.

Janienne comes from a square dance
background in Portland, Oregon, where she
had started calling in 2015 for the Tualatin
Timber Squares and Oaky Doaks. Michael

suggested her to us when she moved to the

area and we were seeking a new caller-instructor. Janienne has taught three of
our SSD classes offered through the City of Santa Clarita since January 2022.
In 2023 we added workshops and a second Parks & Recreation class leading
to Plus-level dancing. Club membership has grown steadily over the past
two years, because Janienne makes all of the classes fun, inviting, exciting,
and enjoyable. She has also spearheaded the use of our selfie background at
dances, and organized a weekly Plus workshop at a member’s home. Janienne
is always smiling, positive, and compassionate about advancing square
dancing.

Michael has been calling since 1983 and is well-known in Southern
California and around the world. He has been a good friend of the Hillbillies
for years as both a caller at our dances and a substitute class instructor.
Michael is always helping out in many ways from filling in whenever a
student needs a partner or stepping up to call a demo at one of our members

Continues
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Sweetheart Tributes, Sierra Hillbillies

housing facility who was a board member. He also introduced the students
and angels to Computer Squares, which ensures that students and angels get
maximum floor time. In addition, he also filled-in as webmaster when our
previous webmaster of 30+ years retired. Michael is a fantastic caller, but his
biggest gift to us is all the work he puts into the club to make so many things
work correctly.

Janienne Alexander and Michael Kellogg are outstanding ambassadors
for our club and square dance as a whole; together they support our club
outings and our restaurant fundraiser nights. Our membership has grown
the past two years, and we thank them for their efforts on our behalf. We are
a better, much stronger club for all they have done and continue to do.

Simi Valley Boots and Slippers:
Bill & Merry Scholl
Bill & Merry Scholl are the Simi
Valley Boots and Slippers Sweethearts
or 2023 because of their long-time

(31 membership and history of service to
; the club. In fact, they were also our

Sweethearts several years ago. Bill danced for many years with other clubs.
Merry is a graduate of our class years ago and went with Boots to the
Bakersfield Fiesta as a new dancer. They met in Bakersfield where Bill made
sure to dance with her as much as he could, and as many times after that
until he finally convinced her they should marry. That was 18 years ago!
They had a ”square dance wedding” at the Boots and Slippers hall with the
entire club invited.

Bill is our Supplies Chairman and has responsibility to bring paper
supplies, coffee makers, and water jugs, and anything else we might need for
our dances. This requires him to store, bring them then pack up again to
take everything home. He is highly organized and dedicated to making sure
we have all that we need. His 47 Years of working at Universal Studios gave
him the tools to handle the job. Merry is his support and general cheer
leader as well as an extra pair of hands.

In addition, Bill and Merry let us borrow their pickup truck and
drive it on our annual trip to Los Olivos, CA, for the Day in the Park
celebration. We have danced in the parade for well over 10 years. We
decorate the truck and have a generator on board so our caller, Dick
Hodnefield, can call for us as we march/dance our way down the streets of
Los Olivos.
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Merry and Bill continue to make a huge impact on our club, and
we love them both dearly. We are so thankful that they made Boots and
Slippers their square dance home!

Valley Trailers: Mary & Tom Beatty
Mary and Tom Beatty joined

the Valley Trailers in 1995 and 1996

L respectively. They met through square

Y dancing and got married in 1997.

As soon as Mary joined, she

i was recruited to be the Class Treasurer.

Mary has been on the Board of Directors since then and has held various
positions. Currently, she is the Membership Chair, Co-Class Treasurer, and
on the Club Refreshments Committee.

Tom also has been on the Board since joining the Valley Trailers.
Currently, he is the Database Coordinator, Publicity Chair, and on the
Club Refreshments Committee. He also handles the early session for new
students, going over calls previously taught and helps students with calls
they have problems with.

They are always willing to help and go above and beyond their
official duties. They are a great asset to the Club.

San Gabriel B & B’s: Russ Wall and Jean Reid

Our club, the San Gabriel B & B’s have chosen Russ Wall and Jean
Reid to represent us in the 2024 Sweetheart Ball.

Russ is the Vice President and has held that position for four or five
years. He started in 2008. His dad, Jim, is still very active in square dancing
also. He has been great to count on for the class and our dances.

Jean is the club treasurer and has held that position for fourteen
years. She started square dancing in 1983 with her husband. She stopped
dancing for a while. She resumed dancing in 2007 and continues to sup-
port the club in many ways.

They both enjoy dancing together and with all the square dance
friends they have made.

During the end of Covid. Jean hosted “Mexican Train” parties. It
helped finally get around dance friends.
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Barbara
Schwartz &
Joe Fortenberry
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The Associated Square Dancers 2024 Sweethearts are Babs Schwartz and Joe
Fortenberry!! We're so happy to honor these two hard working members of the ASqD

Board of Directors. Babs is our Secretary and Joe is our Inside/Outside Host.
Babs has a long history with the square dance community. Her family often told

her stories about dancing on the farm in the olden days. She started classes in 1989 with
the Southbay Bachelors and Bachelorettes. Babs then took a hiatus for medical career
training and returned to dance with the Red Ribbons. She has created original square
dance outfits for herself and friends. At the Long Beach National Convention, she gave a
presentation about different types of sewing machine presser feet and their uses and was
responsible for coordinating the Fashion Show.

As the Secretary for the current Board Babs is responsible for keeping minutes
for all meetings and keeping the Seal of the Corporation, but she does so much more than
that. Her contributions to all Board discussions are very valuable and we are so grateful
that she takes on numerous other essential tasks. She is currently a member of the Shore-
line Squares and lives in Laguna Woods.

Joe started square dancing as a teenager and currently dances Advanced (A2).
He was very involved in raising his three children and is sharing his house with his son and
two grandchildren. He enjoys playing board games with friends and family and is quite
adept at Rummy Tile and Mexican Train.

Joe has been an efficient host skilled at collaborating with the rest of the Board.
He is a great multitasker and is wonderful at serving the needs of the attendees of board
meetings, general meetings, and association wide dances. Joe keeps track of the event
supplies stored at Hawthorne Memorial Center and often goes out to buy other necessary
items. At the Sweetheart Ball Joe is responsible for greeting and checking in the Sweet-

hearts and attaches their heart shaped dangles.
Together, they dance level six round dances and support the activity by act-

ing as angels when needed. They have attended numerous International Choreographed
Ballroom Dance Association Conventions and have also volunteered to assist round dance
teachers at a Roundalab convention. They enjoy traveling to dance festivals and always
look great dancing together.

10

674 %M@/ﬁ@ ?ﬁ /7

* ELECTED OFFICERS:

President: Fredi Levitt, 310-287-1434, fredi.asqd@gmail.com

Vice President: Pamela Bailis, 310-395-4042, pamelabails@gmail.com
Secretary: Barbara Schwartz, 310-363-3655, petlwing@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Judy Fisher, 310-820-7191, Judy.ASqD@jsfmail.com

* DISTRICT DIRECTORS & TRUSTEES:

Orange: Pamela Bailis, 310-351-1061, bailis@gseis.ucla.edu

South Bay/Westside: Stuart Mosher, 310-679-1284, smosh713@sbcglobal.net
Valley/Ventura: Linda Kaplan, 805-231-6171, lkaplan.g@gmail.com

Junior Past President: Vicki Moeckel, 714-894-7207, vickimoeckel@gmail.com

*« APPOINTED OFFICERS:

Caller Discussion Committee: Dale Hoppers, 909-223-0108, callerdale@aol.

com

Cuer Discussion Committee: Dawn Mee, 951-206-1746, dawnadele@aol.com

Facilities Director: John & Barbara Taylor, 310-541-6501, johntay@cox.net or
bartaylor@cox.net

Grapevine: Karen Geller-Shinn, 661-252-2210, kgshinn@socal.rr.com

Hi-Flyers: Pamela Bailis, 310-395-4042, pamelabails@gmail.com

Historian & Trustee Rep: Norma Spieker, 310-670-5736, normaspieker@att.net

Insurance: Judy Fisher, 310-820-7191, Judy.ASqD@jsfmail.com

IRS: Fredi Levitt, 310-287-1434, fredi.asqd@gmail.com

Membership Chairman: Open

Outside Host: Joe Fortenberry, 909-591-2771, jjfort@gmail.com

Parliamentarian: Jim & Jo Shipman, 562-696-1332, jimjo56@verizon.net

Photographer: Open

Singles Rotation Coordinator: Sanae Atkins, 949-413-2732,
sanae@sanaeinoc.com

Social Media Communications Director: John Taylor, 310-541-6501,
asqdblog@gmail.com

Supplies: Linda Kaplan, 805-231-6171, lkaplan.g@gmail.com

Webmaster: Jeff Atkins, 949-370-4191, jjatkin@hotmail.com

’

Please join us on June 2nd for the Southbay-West Side District graduates

Spring Fling!



