
                     Grapevine
A publication of

Associated Square Dancers, California
Editor: Karen Geller-Shinn, 661-252-2210, kgshinn@socal.rr.com

March, April, May 2023                 Volume 71, No. 4

Be Alert! 

Check with clu
bs before events!

Covid mandates ca
n change.

Stay Safe!



                                                   

          We have created a new logo for square 
dancing!! You may have already noticed it on 
the front cover of this Grapevine. We think it 
will be a fabulous way to help change the image 
of square dancing. It’s a square balanced on a 
corner which illustrates our tagline, “Fun From 
Every Angle”.  The tagline helps to convey 
our vision of square dancing and why we are 

      Presidents’ Message

1

Associated Square Dancers
 The purpose of  this Association is to promote Modern American Square and 
Round Dancing as a healthful, fun activity; to provide leadership and direction for its members 
and to collect and disseminate information regarding square and round dancing on a local, 
state, and national level. The association does not and shall not discriminate on the basis of  
race, color, religion (creed), gender, gender expression, gender identity, age, national origin 
(ancestry), marital status, or sexual orientation, in any of  its activities or operations.

 The Grapevine is the official publication of  Associated 
Square Dancers. Deadlines to submit information are:
October 16 for Dec., Jan., Feb. issue  April 16 for June, July, Aug. issue
Jan 16 for March, April, May issue  July 16 for Sept., Oct., Nov. issue
 What we would like to receive for publication:
	 •	Special	dances	for	the	three	months	following	date	of 	issue.	
	 •	Articles	on	activities	that	have	had	a	major impact on the club’s          
      membership, dance attendance, and classes.
	 •	Fundraisers	and/or	outings	your	club	has	enjoyed.
 Please	be	positive	and	helpful	with	your	articles.	Sharing	ideas	helps	all	
clubs be more successful.

A Square D Website: www.asquared.org 

Quarterly general meetings are on Zoom,  and major dances are held at the Hawthorne Memorial 
Center, 3901 W. El Segundo Blvd., Hawthorne, unless noted. Distict meetings are held in each 
district; interested dancers please contact the District Director for location details. 

A Square D Calendar:
  

(Continues)
 Reminder — 50-50 drawings are illegal in the State of Cali-

fornia, and are not sanctioned by A Square D.

          MARCH
Monday    13 District meeting: South Bay Westside
Monday    20 District meeting: Orange
Tuesday   28 District meeting: Valley, Ventura, Santa Barbara
           APRIL
Monday    10 District meeting: South Bay Westside
Monday    17 District meeting: Orange
Tuesday   25 District meeting: Valley, Ventura, Santa Barbara
           MAY
Monday     8 District meeting: South Bay Westside
Monday    15 District meeting: Orange
Sunday    21 General Meeting via Zoom, 2 p.m.
Tuesday   23 District meeting: Valley, Ventura, Santa Barbara

Please visit the Associated Square Dancers web site (www.asquared.org)
often to check for up-dates on activities as they resume. To contact clubs directly, 
refer to Affiliated Clubs on page 10.

Hello Everybody,    

all dancers.  It is primarily about having fun. Please start using it on your 
promotion and marketing materials.  Look for it in the forms section at 
ASquared.org.
 Our image is not current-
ly attracting enough new dancers 
to keep this activity we love thriv-
ing. Many illustrations now used 
are cartoons, dated drawings, or 
old clip art that convey a negative 
image to the current public. We 
have to change with the times and 
stay current because that’s what 
will lead to new dancers. The last 
thing savvy young people want is to associate themselves with the stodgy 
brands of their parents’ generation. This rebrand will let us redefine our 
activity with the goal of reaching these new and untapped audiences.
 As the first step in our marketing campaign, we are now working 
with a company to create a public image that will help bring in new danc-
ers. An organization’s rebrand can include the reinvention of everything 
from a brand’s name, its logo and tagline, and its visual identity on the web. 
Basically, the goal of rebranding is to improve the public perception of our 
organization and make it become more modern and relevant to the needs of 
new dancers. 
 ASqD has been working on rebranding for quite some time.  We 

Thanks to the 

cooperative, and 

accommodating 

team at Experia 

Creative for their 

hard work in 

helping us gener-

ate this exciting 

new square dance 

graphic!
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A Square D Club Happenings:

have recommended that dancers wear more contemporary and comfortable 
clothing. We have asked square dance music producers for more current 
music.  And we are encouraging clubs to adopt Social Square Dancing 
(SSD) so that students can learn, have fun, and start dancing in about 15 
weeks. The goal is to attract new dancers from a younger target audience by 
making us appealing to individuals coming out of pandemic isolation.  If 
we are looking for new younger dancers we need to evolve our approach and 
use current marketing techniques.
 The next phase is to improve our new website, SquareDanceClass.
org. These improvements will make the website more visually attractive and 
user friendly. We look forward to showing you these improvements soon.   
We are excited to see all of you in a square soon and meeting this new gen-
eration of square dancers.—Fredi Levitt  

Buckles & Bows
      We have successfully completed two SSD classes, with 20 in each class 
completing the schedule.  We are now holding a workshop to hone their 
skills.  Mike Seastrom keeps it interesting with speedy calling.  He even 
gives us a Plus tip at the end of the evening.  We plan to begin a new SSD 
class on March 21st.
      We dance at the Thousand Oaks Goebel Adult Community Center.  
Classes are Tuesday evenings from 7–9 p.m. and the donation is $5 each.  
We are getting 11–12 squares most classes, which is very rewarding and 
encouraging.  We are also working on a plan to eventually introduce Plus to 
our new graduates.  Our angels are a huge help, and are enjoying these new 
students enormously.  
      One item of satisfaction is seeing those who took a rest during the 
pandemic, now returning to dancing.  SSD is a great review for them.
      Our forth Saturday dances are combined SSD and Plus, with rounds 
begining at 7 p.m., SSD, Plus and Rounds from 7:30–10 p.m., with an A-2 
tip at 10 p.m.   Dee Dee Daugherty called January 28th, and David Mee 
called our 48th Anniversary Dance February 25th. Our monthly dances will 
continue: Mike Haworth will be calling our March 25th dance.  Donations 
are $10 for our dances.
      We are no longer requiring proof of vaccination — for now.  Mask 

wearing, while recommended, is dancers’ choice.   
      We hope you all had a wonderful Holiday season, not being too busy 
and not eating too much. 
      Please join us at our dances and workshop.  We would love to see you.

Lads ‘N’ Lassies
In late 2022, the Management Committee and interested members 

met to discuss restarting our popular Plus-level workshop. Everyone was 
enthused and decided that it was time to bring this workshop back.

Our workshop returned on Monday night, Feb. 27, with Rod 
Shuping as our instructor at Granada Hills Community Church, 11263 
Balboa Blvd., Granada Hills 91344, from 7–9 p.m. The church is very 
close to the 118 freeway. This program is designed for dancers who have 
completed all the Plus calls and want to refresh and learn them from a 
variety of positions. Dance fee is $10 per person.

Our instructor, Rod Shuping, has proved popular with both 
seasoned and newer dancers. Rod is an excellent teacher and he welcomes 
questions. This allows the dancers to get the knowledge they need to succeed 
on the dance floor. (Please Note: As of this writing, we are still finalizing the 
contracts.) Info: Jim (818) 892-8410 or Jeanne (818) 268-1846.—Joyce 
Stillwell

Major Keys
Major Keys will be having our final dance on April 22, 2023. Please 

join us as we celebrate our 50th anniversary with Andy Allemao calling and 
Judy Keller Smith will be the cuer. We thank you for 50 happy years of 
dancing. We look forward to an evening of fun, food and friends.—Desiree 
Beyea

Ribbons & Souls
We dance on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays with dance level of SSD. 

And 5th Saturdays dances are Plus level.  The donation is $12, with squares 
from 7:30–10:00 p.m. and rounds 7–7:30 p.m. and between tips, dancing is 
in the Multipurpose Room.  Here is our dance schedule: March 11, Michael 
Kellogg calling and Judy Keller-Smith cuing, Shamrock Fling.  March 25, 
Dale Hoppers calling and Paul Straus cuing, Beatles Forever.  April 8, David 
Mee calling and Dawn Mee cuing.  April 22, Bill Gipson calling and Joe 
Scarlatella cuing.  April 29, Ken Bower calling and Mel Branham cuing, a 
Plus level dance.  May 13, Mike Haworth calling and Joe Scarlatella cuing.  
May 27, Terri Sherrer calling and Jim Spence cuing.

We are now giving our third SSD class, which started on Janu-
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Club Happenings (continued from pg. 3)

(Continues on page 6.)5

ary 4.  The class is held on Wednesdays, at 6:45–8:30 p.m., donation 
$10 per person, and Dale Hoppers is teaching.  The class is held in the 
Multipurpose Room.

Sometime in the spring, our Advanced Class will be open to Plus 
dancers again, and we will start instruction on A1 calls.  Bill “Tex” Gipson 
is instructing.  The class is on Thursdays, at 4–6 p.m., in the Iksan Room, 
with a donation of $10.

We also offer round dance classes, on Sundays.  Please note the 
new schedule.  At 1:30–2:45 p.m.  is for beginners, 2:50–4:00 p.m.  
intermediate, and 4:05–5:15 p.m.  for advanced.  Instructors are Judy 
Keller-Smith, Jim Smith, and Tom Hicks.  The donation is $12, and the 
class is held in the Multipurpose Room.  

Our COVID protocols for dances and classes are proof of vaccine 
required and mask policy the same as LA County indoor guidelines, which 
has been mask optional for a while.

We dance at the Veterans Memorial Building, 4117 Overland 
Ave., Culver City, 90230, on the SW corner of Overland Ave. and Culver 
Blvd.  To get to the building, exit the 10 Freeway at Overland Ave. and 
travel south, or exit the 405 Freeway at Culver Blvd. and travel east.  The 
entrances to the parking lot are off of Culver Blvd.  We are not serving 
food due to COVID concerns, and we encourage you to bring your own 
water.  Please do not bring food to share with others.  Our website is www.
ribbonsandsouls.com.—Jan Bartholomew

Shoreline Squares
We had a great introduction to square dancing event at our hall, St. 

Thomas of Canterbury Episcopal Church in Long Beach Saturday, January 
14th.  We had two squares, so we are looking forward to having a great SSD 
class, which started Thursday nights January 19th with Janieinne Alexander.  

Our Advanced workshop will be continuing Monday nights from 
7–9:30 p.m. Terri Sherrer is the teacher.

Our next dance will be Saturday, April 22nd at the same church.  
Phil Farmer will be calling from 7–10 p.m.  Please go to our website 
(shorelinesquares.com) for the details.—Stuart Mosher

Simi Valley Boots and Slippers
Happy New Year to all our square dance friends.
Simi Valley Boots and Slippers remains actively dancing with good 

turnouts at our second Saturday Plus dances from many local clubs as well 
as our own members. 

  Our Plus class continues to progress, and we have had three class-
level dances on the first Saturday of the month.  We are pleased with the 
participation of new dancers as well as our most important “Angels.”  For 
the class, it is important to get out and join with other dancers to practice 
their skills.  Our “Fun” Dance provides this experience for all class members 
because it is held especially for them.

We ended the year with our annual New Year’s Eve celebration.  
This is one of our big events of the year with decorations, good food, and 
“bubbly” toasts with noisemakers and a generally loud welcome to the New 
Year. We were pleased with the number of dancers who braved the rain and 

We kicked of 2023 in 
style with our callers 
Dick Hodnefield and 
Rod Shuping!

Dick and Gayle Hodnefield. 

wind to join the group for a wonderful evening.  Thank you to our caller/
cuer Dick Hodnefield, Rod Shuping, and Jim Elder.  They did a wonderful 
job of keeping us dancing over the long evening.   
 We hope you can join us soon at one of our dances coming up in 
2023.  Our club dances are on the second Saturday. For March 11, 2023, 
we have Leaping Leprechans with Ken Bower calling and Jim Elder cuing; 
April 8 is April Showers with Don Schadt and Jim Elder, and May 13,  May 
Flowers caller TBD and Jim Elder cuing.

  Class-level “Fun” dances are on the first Saturday through May.  
Please call ahead to make sure of the dates.  Our venue is sometimes 
unreliable in scheduling.  Call: Mary Gable, 805-582-1323, President; 
or Bob Biehl, 805-492-0702, Visitation. See you in a square—Glenda 
Hamburg 

Trail Dusters 
We are pretty excited that 12 students have stayed the course and 

are well on the way to graduating Social Square Dancing!  Our newest 
dancers are full of energy and come to class each week prepared to learn and 
to have fun, their presence has re-energized our club members to the sheer 
enjoyment and friendship square dancing is!  Paul has also introduced line 
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Club Happenings (continued from pg. 5)

Anniversary &BenefitDances:
Major Keys      April 22        50th Anniversary Dance/Plus

With caller Andy Allemao and cuer Judy Keller-Smith
Save the date:
Simi Val. Boots & Slippers     June 10 Annual Guide Dog Benefit Dance

With caller Dick Hodnefield 

Ed. Note: Although not currently holding anniversary dances during this pe-
riod, the Association congratulates the the Farmers & Charmers and the

Trail Dusters on their anniversaries. We look forward to celebrating with you 
when we can again join you on the dance floor.

dancing and in the first 15 minutes of each week there is plenty of laughing 
on the dance floor, setting the tone for the rest of the evening! At the time 
of writing this article, the Student Stomp has not yet occurred but I know 
that our class is to be there, along with many Trail Dusters to support them.

We are saddened to report that one of our members, Gary Higer 
passed away in December 2022 after a lengthy illness.  Gary and Anita were 
avid square dancers, progressing to Advanced since graduating in 2003, and 
strong and consistent supporters of the club, holding many board positions, 
including Presidents. 

This year the New Year’s Eve Gala Dinner & Dance was once 
again organized after two years of a pause. The theme for the event this 
year was The Roaring 2020’s and our members and friends who were 
attending were encouraged to dress in the theme and we certainly had a lot 
of Bootleggers & Molls in attendance!!  The evening started with cocktails 
and conversation, onto dinner, followed by music and dancing and of 
course the champagne toast at midnight!  The DJ started playing before 

Valley Trailers
Good News: Valley Trailers will continue to hold their third 

Saturday dances at the Wilkinson Center. The Valley Trailers Class on 
Tuesdays from 7–9 p.m. has been moved to a new location: New Life 
Church, 10650 Reseda Blvd., Northridge. At this point in time, our class 
is holding its students in spite of the inclement weather; Don Schadt 
is the class instructor. Vaccinations are required and masks will depend 
upon what the LA Public Health Department is requiring at the time of 
the dance. 
            Our February “Let’s Mardi Gras” dance featured Mike Seastrom.  
Callers for our up-coming third Saturday dances are: March “Kiss the 
Blarney Stone” with Pat Carnathan, and April “Is there any Money Left?” 
with Dee Dee Dougherty; April 29, will be an Advanced dance with Mike 
Haworth calling squares 7:30–10:00 p.m., no Rounds with a C1 tip at 10 
p.m.   LOCATION:  Prince of Peace Church, 9449 Balboa Blvd., Northridge 
with a donation of $12.00.  Proof of Vaccination required. 
              Valley Trailers continue to have fund raisers in various San 
Fernando Valley restaurant sites, and these have proven to be quite 
successful. Also, our club has resumed visitations to other clubs. 

dinner and many people started dancing then!  All who attended declared 
the evening a great success.  The core committee of Marilyn Bloom, Maureen 
Fried, Jeri Sobel, and Caren Blumfield once again out did themselves with 
the organization of the details of the evening, the theme, the decorations, and 
the music.  Many other members stepped in to help with decorations—the 
invites, the table centerpieces, and the room. What better way to welcome the 
New Year than an evening of good food, good music, and great friendship!

The board is looking forward to hosting some Social Square Dance 
events in the late Spring/early summer—if we can find an affordable venue!

Till we see you in a square, stay safe and stay healthy.—Shirley 
Brown

The Valley-Ventura-Santa Bar-
bara District Student Stomp 
was very successful with 15 
squares.  All clubs in our district 
came out to support the annual 
ASqD dance.  It was so nice to 
see the dance hall filled with 
new faces and to welcome back 
some of our friends we hadn’t 
seen on over two years.  

  District News:

Valley-Ventura-
Santa Barbara
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               FUTURE NATIONAL CONVENTIONS
 JUNE 26–29, 2024: MILWAUKEE, WI

            JUNE 25-28, 2025: SHREVEPORT, LA

 South Bay-Westside:
March
Ribbons & Souls       March 11 Shamrock Fling/SSD
Boots & Bows  March 18 Crazy Hats Dance/Plus
Ribbons & Souls       March 25 Beatles Forever/SSD
April 
Ribbons & Souls       April 8  Superheroes/SSD
Boots & Bows  April 15  Red & Black Dance/Plus
Ribbons & Souls       April 22  Wild West/SSD
Shoreline Squares April 22   April Showers/TBD
May 
Ribbons & Souls       May 13  Celebrating Moms/SSD
Boots & Bows  May 20  Patriot’s Day Salute/Plus
Ribbons & Souls       May 27  Memorial Day Remembrance/SSD

Valley-Ventura-Santa Barbara:
March
Sierra Hillbillies       March 5  Pot o’Gold Dance/SSD
Simi Val. Boots & Slippers   March 11 Leaping Leprechauns/Plus
Valley Trailers  March 18 Kiss the Blarney Stone/SSD
April
Sierra Hillbillies       April 2  Alumni Dance/SSD
Simi Val. Boots & Slippers   April 8  April Showers Dance/Plus
Valley Trailers       April 15  Any Money Left?/Plus
May
Sierra Hillbillies       May 7  Cinco de Mayo Dance/SSD
Valley Trailers       May 20  Cheers to Mothers Dance/Plus

A Square D Club Theme Dances:Party Gras 2023
This won’t be your typical dance festival – it’s 

gonna be a PARTY GRAS!  We are planning an 

exciting weekend of dancing opportunities, social-

izing opportunities, sightseeing opportunities, and 

entertainment to ensure you have a great time.

 Three days and four nights of dancing to the Best Callers in the 

Nation!   All Levels of Square Dancing plus Rounds, Contra, Lines, and 

Clogging. Ghost Riders Live Band at night. After Parties every night!  

All dancing in one facility!  Sightseeing, Hotels, and over 50 Restaurants 

within walking distance!

 Ya’ll come on down to Alabama and dance with us!

Is this your first 
National Convention?

Check out our first-
timers guide at https://
www.72nsdc.com/first-

time/
   

Follow us on FaceBook 
by joining 

our public group 
72nd National Square 
Dance Convention®  

 
Check out the benefits 
of our Elite Club at the 
right. You can sign up to 
be an Elite Club member 
at https://www.72nsdc.

com/elite/

Orange: 
April
Major Keys  April 22  50th Anniversary Dance/SSD&Plus
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A Square D Affiliate Clubs:
1. Club name, regular dance location, and day dancing  2. Club	web	address	given	if 	avail-
able. Please contact me to correct errors in the information for your club. Thanks, KGS, Ed.

Boots and Bows: Riviera United 
Methodist Church, 375 Palos Verdes 
Blvd, Redondo Beach. Third Saturday; 
http://bootsandbows.net
Buckles & Bows: Goebel Adult Center, 
1385 E. Janss Rd., Thousand Oaks, 
CA  91362. Fourth Saturday; 
www.bucklesandbows.org
Dancing Stars:  Mel’s Square Dance 
Hall, 5946 Westminster Blvd., 
Westminster. Third Saturday;
 www.ocdancingstars.com
Farmers & Charmers: Millies 
Restaurant, 16840 Vanalden St.,Van 
Nuys. First Saturday. http://www.
farmersandcharmers.com/index.html
Fun Wuns:  (A-2) Mel’s Square 
Dance Hall, 5946 Westminster 
Blvd., Westminster. Fourth Saturday 
afternoons; https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1344068042290283 
Grin-N-Square It: El Monte Senior 
Center, 3120 N. Tyler Ave.,  El Monte. 
Third Saturdays; www.grinnsquareit.
com 
Inglewood Guys and Dolls: Ahmanson 
Senior Center, S. Bill Robinson Blvd., 
Los Angeles. 
Lads ‘n’ Lassies: Northridge; 
https://www.facebook.com/
LnLsquaredanceclub/
Major Keys: St. Andrews Lutheran 
Church, 11345 Miller Rd., Whittier. 
Fourth Saturdays. www.majorkeys.org 

Phantom Squares:  (A2–C2)  Canoga 
Park Women’s Club, 7401 Jordan Ave.,  
Canoga Park. 
www.phantom-squares.com 
Ribbons & Souls: Veterans Memorial 
Building, 4117 Overland Ave, Culver 
City, CA 90230. Second, fourth & fifth 
Saturdays. www.ribbonsandsouls.com
Shoreline Squares: St. Thomas of 
Canterbury Episcopal Church, 5306 
East Arbor Rd, Long Beach. Quarterly 
Saturdays.
http://shorelinesquares.com   
Sierra Hillbillies: United Methodist 
Church Fellowship Hall, 25718 McBean 
Parkway, Santa Clarita. First Sunday; 
www.sierrahillbillies.org
Simi Valley Boots & Slippers: Simi 
Valley Senior Center, 3900  Avenida 
Simi,. Simi Valley. Second Saturday. 
www.bootsandslippers.com
Taws & Paws: St. Mark United 
Methodist Church, 3942 La Colina Rd., 
Santa Barbara. Every Wednesday.
Trail Dusters: Wilkinson Center, 8956 
Vanalden Ave., Northridge. Second 
Saturdays. www.traildusters.com
Valley Trailers: Wilkinson Center, 8956 
Vanalden Ave., Northridge. 3rd & 5th 
Saturdays. www.valleytrailers.com 
Western Weavers: Joslyn Adult Center, 
1301 W. Olive Ave., Burbank, California. 
Occasional Fridays; info: 818-252-
9692; Visitations: WWvisitations@
gmail.com; www.westernweavers.com 

PLEASE check with clubs directly before head-
ing out to an event! We’re as accurate as possible 

at press time, but Covid changes things daily!

• ELECTED OFFICERS:
President: Fredi Levitt, 310-287-1434, fredi.asqd@gmail.com
Vice President: Pamela Bailis, 310-395-4042, pamelabails@gmail.com 
Secretary: Barbara Schwartz, 310-363-3655, petlwing@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Judy Fisher, 310-820-7191, Judy.ASqD@jsfmail.com

• DISTRICT DIRECTORS & TRUSTEES:
Orange: Pamela Bailis, 310-395-4042, pamelabails@gmail.com 
South Bay/Westside: Stuart Mosher, 310-679-1284, smosh713@sbcglobal.net
Valley/Ventura/Santa Barbara: Linda Kaplan, 805-231-6171, 
 lkaplan.g@gmail.com
Junior Past President: Vicki Moeckel, 714-894-7207, vickimoeckel@gmail.com

 • APPOINTED OFFICERS:
Caller Discussion Committee: Dale Hoppers, 909-223-0108, callerdale@aol.com
Cuer Discussion Committee: Dawn Mee, 951-206-1746, dawnadele@aol.com
Facilities Director: John & Barbara Taylor, 310-541-6501, johntay@cox.net or          
 bartaylor@cox.net
Grapevine: Karen Geller-Shinn, 661-252-2210, kgshinn@socal.rr.com
Hi-Flyers: Pamela Bailis, 310-395-4042, pamelabails@gmail.com 
Historian & Trustee Rep: Norma Spieker, 310-670-5736, normaspieker@att.net
Insurance: Judy Fisher, 310-820-7191, Judy.ASqD@jsfmail.com
IRS: Fredi Levitt, 310-287-1434, fredi.asqd@gmail.com
Membership Chairman: Open
Outside Host: Joe Fortenberry, 909-591-2771, jjfort@gmail.com 
Parliamentarian: Jim & Jo Shipman, 562-696-1332, Jimjo56@gmail.com
Photographer: John Garcia, 818-345-0901, johngar67@gmail.com
Social Media Communications Director: Open
Supplies: Linda Kaplan, 805-231-6171, lkaplan.g@gmail.com
Webmaster: Jeff Atkins, 949-370-4191, jjatkin@hotmail.com

A Square D Board

Thank you for reading the Associated Square Dancers’ 
Grapevine newsletter, and supporting square dance.

You can read it on-line & in color at www.asquared.org

Please note: changes in elected and appointed 
officers as a result of the February 19th election 

will be available for the Summer issue of the 
Grapevine.


